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Jolted by criticism, DDA to offer
‘best-ever’ apartments in 2018

URBAN HOUSING Multilevel underground
parking, rainwater harvesting, quake resistant
structures and spacious bedrooms are in the
offing for homebuyers in the next scheme

Abhinav Rajput

«dbhinavBHindustartinescom

NEW DELHI: Swanky multilevel
underground parking, rainwa-
ter harvesting units, buildings
touted to withstand an earth-
quakeof8.50n Richterscaleand
spaciousbedrooms—all thisand
much more are in the offing in
theDelhiDevelopment Author-
ity’s(DDA) housi 01

providingbest houses at afforda-
blerates,” said a DDA official.
Once coveted and much
sought after, the DDA flats are
losing the competition toprivate
developers that are providing
betteramenitiesatlower ratesin
the National Capital Region.
Out of the 25,000 flats auc-
tionedin2014, nearly 8,500allot-
tees surrendered their apart-
mentscitingreasor assi:

Losingouttoprivate builders
in the National Capital Region,
the Delhi Development Author-
ity is adopting the latest
building normsand offering bet-
ter amenities in its next lot of
flatsin 2018 to give buyersa bet-
ter experience.

The new apartments, DDA
officials said, would be a bench-
mark forallitsfuture projectsto
ensure thatnoonereturnsflats
afterallotment. Buyersreturned
at least 8,000 flats in the 2014
scheme because of the lack of
basicamenities.

Theauthority is constructing
215 higher income group (HIG)
flats insouth-east Delhi’s Jasola
Vihar — earthquake-resistant
green buildings built with fly-
ashbricks. They havelocal sew-
age treatment plant, rain water
harvesting units, RO (reverse
osmosis)-treated drinkingwater
and multilevel underground
parking.

Asenior DDA officialsaid that
in a three-tier in-house water
management model, water from
thein-campus sewage treatment
plants can beused inurinalsand
for horticulture, those generated
from rain water harvesting can
be used for bathing and in
kitchen, and RO-treated water
fordrinking.

“DDA officials held aseries of
meetings after the 2014 scheme,
when many houses were
rejected. We couldn’t have done
major changes in the flats that
were already in construction,
butwith this project, we wantthe
DDA to reclaim its position of

constraints and lack of infra-
structure. These were mostly in
Dwarka, Rohiniand Narela, and
have been put up for sale again
thisyear.

In the Jasola Vihar model
project, the agency says it has
made the walls and ceilings
waterproof. Waterproofing
sheetswill prevent seepage.

There are facilities for sup-
port staff and 1,100 car-parking
units, whichmeans therewill be
threeslots for each house.

Besides, these 14-floor apart-
ments are said to be the first-of-
its-Kind, inwhich just 20% of the
area is being used for the build-
ings. The remaining part has
parking, play areas and parks.

The agency plans to focus
more on high-riseapartmentsto
cater to the maximumnumber of
people due to paucity of land.

These flats, constructed in a
carpet areaof 100 square metres,
withroom sizes ofaround 16x14
feet, and a balcony and a bath-
room attached with each bed-
room, follows the National
Building Code-2016.

The code ensures correct
spots for building columns,
parkingnormsand height of the
buildings corresponding to the
floorarearatio. Thereare proper
measuresfor evacuationin case
offireand emergency.

The development authority
also claims that the buildings
builtwith the latest earthquake
resistant technology (IS13920,
18456 and 1S13920) can endure
earthquakes up to 8.5 Richter
scale.
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= The HIG flats for DDA’s 2018 scheme under construction in Jasola Vihar.
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Authority staff will help buyers
visit housing sites for spot check

Press Trust of India
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NEW DELHI: Seeking to facilitate
visitby prospective buyers todif-
ferent DDA flatsbeingoffered as
part of its new housing scheme,
theurbanbody hasdeputed dedi-
catedrepresentativesat various
projectsitestoguide thevisitors.

The DDA’s 2017 housing
scheme, rolled out on June 30 by
urban development minister M
Venkaiah Naidu, offers 12,000
flatsacrossfour income groups.

The flats are spread across
Rohini, Dwarka, Narela, Vasant
Kunj, Jasola, Pitampura, Pas-
chim Vihar and Siraspur.

“Prospective buyers can visit
theflats. They can comeand have
a look at the facilities. And to
facilitate their visits, we have
deputedrepresentativesat vari-
ousflatsites, whowillguide peo-
pleinterested inapplyingfor the
DDA scheme,” asenior DDA offi-
cialsaid.

Flats on offer
in 2017 scheme
HIG 87 flats
Cost ¥53.52 lakh to
¥126.81lakh
MIG : 404 flats
Cost ¥31.32lakh to
¥93.95 lakh
LIG/ONE-BED ROOM:
11,197 flats
Cost 14.501akh to
¥30.30lakh
Janta : 384 flats
Cost ¥7.07lakh to
¥12.76 lakh

The DDA’smovetoallow and
facilitate visit to flats is appar-
ently tomake people comfortable
about thefeatures of theflatsand
thefacilities being offered.

Thedraw oflots isslated to be
conducted in the first week of
November, which would be
streamed online. Thelastdate for
submitting applications is
‘August 11. Thepriceofflatsrange
fromcloseto7lakhtoover31.26
crore.

Seeking to deter “unserious
buyers”and check marketspecu-
lation, the DDA has proposed
multi-tiered penal measures this
time. “Ifa prospective buyersur-
rendershisapplication beforethe
date of draws, no money will be
deducted from hisor herregistra-
tion fee. If a buyer
doessoafter thedraw but before
theissueofademand letter, 25%
of theregistration fee will befor-
feited,” another official had ear-
lier said.

Iftheflatissurrendered within
90daysoftheissue ofthedemand
letter, 50% of thefee would be cut.
“Beyond that time period, the
entireregistration fee will befor-
feited,” hesaid.

NDMC directed to
finish smart city

projects hefore
2020 deadline

HT Correspondent
« hreportersChindiustanimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Union ministry of
housing and urban affairs has
asked the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) to ensure com-
pletion of smart city projects
ahead oftimesothatit canlead by
example for the rest of the coun-
tr)

y.
The NDMC area—alsoknown
as city’s VIP zone as it houses
bungalows of ministers, politi-
ciansandbureaucrats—madeit
tothefirstlistof20 urban centres
tobedeveloped under the Central
government’sflagshipsmart city
programme annou-nced last
year. The31,800 croresmart city
plan of NDMC has a completion
deadline of 2020.
OnSaturday,areview meeting
was held by Durga Shanker
Mishra, secretary (housing and

Helps who supported mob
banned in housing society

NOIDA: Residents of Mahagun
Moderne society on Sunday
decided thataround 60 domestic
helps who were caught on cam-
erasupporting themob thathad
stormed the society on July 12
will be banned from the housing
complex. Helps whodid not take
part in the protest and share a
goodrapport with their employ-
ers will be allowed to resume

work onMonday.

Residents faced ariot-likesit-
uation last week when a mob
stormed into the society prem-
ises and vandalised a resident,
Harshu Sethi’s, house. Over 300
peoplehad gathered at the gates
ofthesociety around 6am, alleg-
ingthat Sethi had assaulted Zora
Bibi who was employed as her
domestic help. HTC
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urbanaffairs), duringwhich dif-
ferential timelines for key ele-
ments of the plan was fixed.

Work onarange of major pro-
Jjectswill begin in phases by Octo-
ber this year, for which tendering
is in progress. Deadline for
another project worth 3500 was
fixedasMarch 2018.

Presenting the details of pro-
Jectsimplemented sofar in Satur-
day’s review meeting, NDMC
chairman Naresh Kumar
asserted that the civic body has
made a good beginning with
smart solutions initiatives
already yielding positiveresults.

“Studentenrollmentand OPD
registration have shown good
improvement. Mobileapp ‘Smart
City311'isfinding wider traction
with citizens availing various
services online,” Kumar said,
claiming that all projects will
meet the timeline.

Officialssaid the urbanaffairs
secretaryasked NDMC toinclude
moreservicesonthe3l1applike
busschedulesandfrequencies at
all busstops, informationrelated
to parkinglotsand availability of
slots therein.

Concerns were also raised
over sub-optimal utilisation of
multilevel car parkingat Sarojini
Nagar. Mishra asked the council
tocomeoutwithanenforcement
plan for its full utilisation. The
civicbody wasalsoaskedto pur-
sue pedestrianisation of Con-
naught Place and Khan Market
withappropriate action plans.
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